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    FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS



New Bible Study
Sunday, January 4 – Did you know that one of our sister synods in Southeast Asia hosts an annual women's ministry workshop? This fall, St. John's member Kristi Meyer traveled overseas to present at this workshop, and she'll share her experiences in our Sunday morning Bible study. Come and hear about teaching these women and doing mission work in a country that is hostile to Christianity. Please note that due to potential security issues, this presentation will not be livestreamed. Hope to see you at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall! 

Teen Gym Afternoon
Sunday, January 4 – Teens, are you looking for something to do over Christmas break? We've got just the thing--join us for gym and game afternoon! We'll have food, gym games, Bible study, and more. Hope to see you from 11:45 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.! Sign up at www.sjtosa.org/youth.

By Scripture Alone 2026 Daily Bible Reading Program
We've got our By Scripture Alone reading plan all set for 2026, and we'd love to have you read along with us! Beginning next week, we'll be reading through The Story, an abridged chronological Bible that reads like a novel. In The Story, Scripture narratives are seamlessly woven together with transition text into a single grand narrative. For more information, pick up a reading schedule in the church narthex or visit www.sjtosa.org/BSA. Copies of The Story can be ordered at www.sjtosa.org/TheStory.
    GROW


Sunday School
Resuming Sunday, January 4 – It's never too late to have your children participate in Sunday School! Children in K3 – 7th grades are invited to join us at St. John's School. Sunday School is held at the same time as adult Bible study, so why not drop your children off and then grow spiritually too? If you'd like more information, please contact John Warnke, Sunday School superintendent, at john.m.warnke@gmail.com.

New Bible Information Class
[bookmark: _Hlk217141744]Beginning Sunday & Monday, January 18 & 19 – Now is a great time to commit yourself to learning more about God's love for you in a focused and intentional way. Whether you're a regular Bible study attendee or it's been awhile since you came, our new Bible Information Class might be just the right fit. This class will run on Sundays from 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. or Mondays from 
    CONNECT


6:30 – 7:30 p.m. and is a great opportunity to either learn more about or review the core teachings of the Bible. For more information and to register, visit www.sjtosa.org/BIC. 
Friends in Fellowship
Tuesday, January 6 – You are invited to join us for our annual movie day. Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided; please bring your own lunch. Lunch and fellowship will begin at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall followed by the movie at 12:45 p.m. Popcorn and beverages will be served at intermission. Bring a friend—all are welcome. We look forward to seeing you! 
    SERVE


Employment Opportunity
Mandy Degner, our financial administrator, has left St. John’s to pursue other employment. We wish Mandy all the best and are thankful for her years of service to St. John's. Jenny Greggs, our previous church administrative assistant, has moved into the role of financial administrator—and we are therefore accepting applications for the church administrative assistant position. For a complete job description and application materials, visit www.sjtosa.org/employment. Applications may be submitted to church@sjtosa.org or dropped off at the church office. 

Year-End Gifts
The final date to submit year-end gifts for 2025 is on or before Wednesday, December 31, 2025. Contributions received on or after New Year’s Day will be recorded in 2026 even if they have a 2025 date on the check. For online giving, please visit www.sjtosa.org/giving and keep in mind the one- to two-day processing time for online gifts. Please take note of these important dates as you prayerfully plan your year-end gifts.

2026 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for next year can now be picked up in the narthex. If you no longer use paper envelopes and would like to help reduce our order for next year, please let the church office know by emailing church@sjtosa.org or calling 414-258-7831. 

Food Pantry
Saturday & Sunday, January 3 & 4 – Your continued generosity is a blessing to many in need of food assistance. Regular-size cereal boxes, canned meats/tuna, and canned beans/corn remain a priority; rice, instant potatoes, pasta, canned fruit, canned soup, Jell-O and pudding are also appreciated. The box in the church narthex is available during office hours Monday through Friday or any time you are at church for worship. Monetary donations may be placed in the “Feeding America” box (with checks made payable to St. John’s). Thank you for your donations!

Council Project of the Month
St. John’s maintains a Help Fund to provide assistance to those within our congregation who find themselves in need due to unforeseen or unplanned circumstances. To contribute, please visit www.sjtosa.org/giving or make checks payable to St. John’s.
    AROUND THE WELS


Wisconsin Lutheran High School Fashion Show
Sunday, January 18 – Limited tickets are now available for the annual “In the Image” fashion show in the WLHS Atrium from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. The event, which celebrates women of all ages, presents fashions from a variety of vendors modeled by WLHS students. The show’s culminating activity is awarding the Sharon A. Schoeneck “In the Image” Scholarship to a junior female student who has achieved academic success and demonstrated community and volunteer service. Tickets are $10 for front row seats and $5 for general admission. Visit www.wlhs.org/image for more information and to purchase tickets.

Wisconsin Lutheran College Discovery Day
Monday, January 19 – High school students, homeschooled students, and their parents are invited to attend WLC’s Admissions Discovery Day from 9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. This is a great opportunity to tour campus and talk with professors, current students, coaches, and admissions counselors. Each high school student in attendance will receive a complimentary WLC t-shirt, and juniors and seniors who attend Discovery Day will qualify for our $500 Visit Scholarship! Visit www.wlc.news/discovery-day for more information and to register.

Men of His Word Conference
Saturday, February 21 – Please join us for a day spent worshiping God and bonding with our Christian brothers. This year’s conference, “Courage Under Fire,” features Jared Oldenburg, lead pastor at 922 Ministries in Appleton, WI, as the keynote speaker, fourteen challenging breakout sessions based on God’s Word, and worship led by Koiné. A continental breakfast and buffet lunch will be provided. For more information and to register, visit www.menofhisword.org.
Lutheran Heritage Tour
Prof. Aaron Christie and Prof. Joel Otto will be leading the Lutheran Heritage Tour from June 4–19. 2026. Prof. Christie teaches worship courses at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and directs the Seminary Chorus. He has traveled extensively, studied, and led tours in Germany. Prof. Otto teaches the Reformation era church history course at WLS. This is not your typical “off the rack” trip to Germany. We hope to put the Lutheran Reformation into perspective as we tour sites that stretch from the time of Emperor Constantine to the present with special emphasis on places connected with Luther’s life and the Lutheran Church. A highlight will be attending a BachFest concert at St. Thomas, Bach’s church in Leipzig. For more detailed information and costs, please contact Prof. Otto at joel.otto@wls.edu or Prof. Christie at aaron.christie@wls.edu.
    CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


Monday, December 29 – Friday, January 2
Christmas Break: No School

Wednesday, December 31	
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion: 6:45 p.m.

Saturday, January 3
Food Pantry: Church Narthex

Sunday, January 4
Food Pantry: Church Narthex
Bible Study & Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall & School Classrooms
Teen Game Afternoon: 11:45 a.m., School Gym
    FINANCIAL UPDATE


	General Fund Offerings Report
	
	Needed
	
	Received
	
	Difference

	Fiscal Year Weeks 1-23:
	
	$ 468,972
	
	$ 497,979
	
	$ 29,007

	Fiscal Year Week 24:
	
	$ 23,302
	
	$ 28,252
	
	$ 4,950

	Fiscal Year to Date:
	
	$ 492,274
	
	$ 526,231
	
	$ 33,957


[bookmark: _Hlk196381666]
	Declaring His Praises Report
	
	Gifts Received
	
	Outstanding Pledges

	(as of December 16)
	
	$ 1,691,565
	
	$ 198,038
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